Evergreen Bible Fellowship (Seattle)
October 24-25, 2009


Sat 10am (3 sessions total plus time for Q&A)

Sun 10:30am (1 session) (Joy & Depression)

1
What Devils Do Today, Part 1 (Points 1-3)
2
What Devils Do Today, Part 2 (Points 4-6)
3
What Happens to Devils at the SC

4
Depression & Joy

What the Devils Do Today

What People Think Devils are Doing Today

Haunting houses (The Amityville Horror)

Causing objects to fly around the room mysteriously 

Possessing people

Physically harming believers or otherwise physically participating in the world

Ex. I once was in a Bible study where we went room to room to cast the demons out of the man's house.  One woman with discernment would identify where the demons were located.  The demons would talk to her.


I could not see anything but I took their word for it that demons were present.

“A man with an experience is never at a loss to a man with an argument.”

I think some were saying, "I KNOW that my experience happened, so any interpretation of the scriptures that you suggest that violates my experience must be wrong."

Their experience was their starting point for their doctrine.

They would not accept a doctrine that was incompatible with their experience.

The word of God is the authority, not experience.

Devils
Demon is not used in the Bible.

The correct term is "devil."

The word “Devils” appears in 106 verses in the Bible. (draw chart)


4 in OT


76 times in the Gospels


2 in Acts


8 in Paul's Epistles


16 in Hebrew epistles

Devilish activity revolves around the earthly kingdom.


When Christ arrives on earth to establish a kingdom, the forces of darkness send down opposition.


The forces of darkness are centered upon Jesus Christ.


You are not much of a threat.

Mark 5:9-10 The devils are legion in one man.

Q: How many devils does it take to possess a man?

A: Only one.

Q: Why so many devils in this man?

A: Because there are more devils in the land than human beings.

Notice that the devils do not wish to be send out of the “country.”

Israel is where the battle is occurring.

There is very little about devils in the Pauline epistles because devilish involvement with man is less direct today.

Point #1: Devils proclaim false doctrine.

1Tim 4:1 People depart from the faith because they give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.

Gal 1:8 Fallen angels proclaim false doctrine. 


Rev 14:6 Angels proclaim the correct gospel in the future

Ac 26:18 Satan's power is described as darkness.


Satan masquerades as light.

2Cor 11:13-15 Satan appears as an angel of light.


Satan has ministers of righteousness whose end shall be according to their 
works.  
That phrase refers to those under God's judgment.


This is doctrinal warfare.

2Th 2:7 The mystery of iniquity doth already work
Point #2: The doctrine that devils proclaim is Satan's viewpoint.

The world proclaims Satan's viewpoint.
1. Whatever arrives from outer space is bad.


War of the Worlds


Invasion of the Body Snatchers


V television show


Alien Nation


Men in Black


The antichrist rises among men.  Jesus Christ returns to claim the earth.


Satan's viewpoint is that Jesus Christ is the bad guy.

2. Genetic mutations can be a good thing


X-men are mutants with special powers from genetic mutations


Naturally occurring favorable mutations is necessary for evolution to be true


But there aren’t any

The media & information & art of the world proclaims Satan's viewpoint.

Point #3: Satan is behind the false religions of the world.

1Co 10:19-21 Since idols are nothing, a sacrifice to an idol is a sacrifice to a devil.


The false gods of the world are devils.


False religion is orchestrated by devils.

Ex. Some view cows as sacred. Gen 3:14, Eze 1:10, 10:14, Ex 32:4


Satan is a cherub.

Ex. Some architecture exalts dragons.  Rev 20:2

Ex. Mary, the Queen of Heaven


Jer 44:17 burn incense unto the Queen of Heaven

Santa Claus
omnipresent (visits every house in the world in the same night)

omniscient (he sees you when you're sleeping, he knows when you're awake, he knows if you have been bad or good)

is a giver of gifts (as Christ is - Matt 7:11)



little children go to him (little children went to Christ - Matt 19:14)

is a "jolly old elf"


Rev 20:2 Satan is an old serpent

dressed in red and white (Rev 19:13 Christ is at the second coming)

"Kris Kringle" - Kris is a short from of Christopher, meaning "bearing Christ inside"

lives at the north pole (Isa 14:12-14 Satan wants to sit in the sides of the north)

says "Ho ho ho" (the Lord says Ho ho - Zec 2:5-6)

Santa ~ Satan

Santa is a counterfeit of the LJC

Q: What is my point?

A: My point is these things are not accidental.

These things don't just happen.

They are consistent with Satan's devices.

Satan has influenced the world system to worship him.

Eph 2:2 People walk according to the course of this world that Satan sets.


The world has a spirit.
2Cor 4:4 Satan is the god of this world.

1Cor 10:26 The earth is still the Lord’s.


It is not that Satan owns the world.

It is that the earth has chosen to worship Satan.
1Cor 5:5, 1Tim 1:20 You deliver a saint to Satan by throwing him out into the world system apart from the church.

· Satan has control over the world system.

· Even if the Christian right is successful in “cleaning up” TV, it will then merely proclaim the devil’s religious viewpoint.  TBN

Point #4: Devilish doctrine is a trap.

"The essence of all warfare is deception." - Sun Tzu

2Tim 2:25-26 People are taken captive by the snare of the devil.


The devil has set traps.


A trap appears beneficial or innocent but it captures the victim.


Those that believe false doctrine oppose themselves.


1Tim 6:9 Love of money is a snare.

Satan takes people captive through false doctrine.*


It's not physical.

If you put someone in a physical prison.  They may not be able to get out, but they know that they are in prison and want to get out.

Satan's traps trick people into believing that they are not in prison.

Rom 6:16 The lost think they are free b/c they can sin.  They think Christianity is confining.  Instead, they are in bondage to sin.

Eph 6:11-12 Stand against the wiles of the devil.

Devilish action today is not physical possession; not flesh & blood.

It is doctrinal warfare.

It's trickery.


not cheap gimmicks but stuff that appears real

He who is less physically strong results to trickery.

Point #5: The princes of this world hate the truth of the cross & attack its messengers.

1Cor 2:6-8 The devils that rule the world are called princes.

Col 2:14-15, Ac 10:40 Christ's cross openly mocked the princes of this world.


God ran it as a highlight film.


The princes of this world are aligned against the crucifixion.

1Tim 3:6 Satan fell quickly after his creation.  He was exalted with pride.


He is prideful and hates being “shown up.”

Satan's tactics include attacking the messenger.

1Tim 3:7 The devil's tactic is to cause the preacher to fall into reproach.


Attack the messenger.

1Tim 5:14 The adversary speaks reproachfully of the church.

1Tim 5:12,15 Saints can turn aside from the faith to follow Satan.


It is his doctrine that permeates the world system.


Most men are not knowing Satan worshippers.


They just follow the world system that Satan has created.

Point 6: Satan hinders the truth through human instruments.
1Th 2:17  But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire.

18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.

In 1Th 2:17, Paul references his being taken from the Thessalonians' presence, which occurs in Acts 17:10.  1Thessalonians is written between Acts 18:5 and Acts 18:18 (based upon the fact that Silvanus is with Paul when 1Thessalonians is written).  Thus, the "hindering" must occur between Acts 17:10 and Acts 18:18.

Neither Satan nor the devil nor his angels are mentioned in Acts 17:10-18:18.  The only hindrance to Paul recorded in Acts 17:10-Acts 18:18 is the opposition of the Jews who oppose Paul's ministry.

17:13-14 The Jews of Thessalonica went to Berea and stirred up the people of Berea and thus forced Paul to depart Berea and go to Athens.  Thus, Paul was hindered in going to Thessalonica because he had to flee even farther away from Thessalonica.


18:9-10 Paul fears for his life b/c of the Jews in Corinth.


18:12 The Jews made insurrection against Paul and brought him to the 
judgment seat.

Thus, Satan's hindrance is either (1) something supernatural that is not recorded in the book of Acts or (2) the Jews who oppose Paul's ministry.


In 1Cor 5:5 and 1Tim 1:20 people are delivered unto Satan merely by expelling them from the church.  Thus, Satan is able to exercise power over people by the mere fact that they are within the world system.

In 1Tim 5:14, some believers are turned aside after Satan because of their departure from correct doctrine and practice.  It was not open Satan worship but following the doctrines of devils that permeate the world system.

Matt 16:23 Christ says "Get thee behind me, Satan" to Peter.  Peter is not devil-possessed.  It is that Peter is articulating the Devil's viewpoint unwittingly.  This is exactly how Satan hinders Paul's ministry - through human instruments that unwittingly do Satan's bidding.

Ro 15:22* For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you.

Rom 15:20-21 "For which cause" is a reference to the fact that Paul preached a gospel that was not built upon another man's foundation.

Satan hates the mystery in a more extreme way than he hates the gospel of 
the circumcision. (Col 2:14-15).


Perhaps, the hindrance kept Paul from completing his work in that region, 
which delayed Paul's going to Rome.  Once he finished his work in those 
"parts," he could then go to Rome.


Rom 1:13 Paul purposed to go to Rome many times but was hindered.


2Cor 13:1, 12:14 Paul purposed to visit Corinth three times before he was 
able to visit Corinth the second time.

Based upon 1Th 2:18, Satan hindered Paul's ministry by impeding his travel through the opposition of wicked men.  Satan is trying to defeat 
Romans 10:14-15.

Angels in the Age of Grace: What the Angels are Doing Today
What Angels Look Like
Zec 5:8-9 Women with long hair and stork wings is wickedness, not angels

Angels do not marry (Matt 22:30, Mark 12:25)


Angels are not sexless – they are all male.

Rev 21:17 Have the same physical dimensions as men 

Heb 13:2 Angels can be so similar to men that not recognized as angels

Jud 13:3,6,11,16,21 Angels can be mistaken for men

Angels (sometimes includes devils)

---------

Rom 8:38-39 Angels (including devils) cannot separate the believer from God.


Angels hold no sway over man.


Demonic possession does not occur today.

1Co 4:9 spectacle unto angels

1Tim 5:21 The elect angels are watching what the church does.

1Tim 3:16 seen of angels

1Cor 11:10 Angels are watching human affairs.


The issue here is woman being under authority (having power on their head).  The issue in Gen 6 and today is submission to the proper order.

Angels observe human affairs, not participate in them.


They are watching history unfold.


They are watching the civil war play itself out.


Draw chart


Satan rebels in heaven and God makes man on earth.


Why earth the angels wonder?


The problem is up here not down there.


1Cor 2:7 God had not told them the mystery


The mystery is staggering news to Satan.


It is the same thing to the angels in heaven.


And now the angels are watching.

Eph 3:8-10 You make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery to demonstrate unto the principalities and powers the manifold wisdom of God.**


It is not simply b/c men need to be saved.


You are proclaiming God's wisdom to the universe.

That is why angels are attentive unto man's affairs.*

2Th 1:7-8 Christ shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels.


This occurs when we rest -- after the Catching.


The angels are not revealed today.  They will be in the future.

Col 2:18 You cannot see angels today.


Someone who says that they have seen an angel is mistaken.


They are puffed up by their fleshly mind.


They are "intruding."


Angelic affairs are not our concern.


Mind your own business.

1Cor 13:1 Angels have their own languages that are different from man.


Don't worry about communicating with angels.


Angels will not give you messages today.

Michael the Archangel
Jude 9 Michael is an archangel.


He is the only archangel in the Bible.

Dan 12:1 Michael is the great prince, the prince of Israel.

Dan 10:13 Michael is one of the chief princes.


There are evil princes, such as the prince of Persia.

Rev 12:7 Michael has a group of angels that are described as "his angels."

Rev 12:9 He fights against the dragon (i.e. Satan) and his angels.

Rev 5:11The elect angels number over 100 million.


ten thousand times ten thousand is 100 million

Heb 12:22 Heaven contains an innumerable company of angels.

Dan 10:21 Michael is the only prince that held with Christ in the truth.  The other princes joined in the satanic rebellion.


If you disagree about Dan 10:5-6 being Christ, then there is Michael and this one other prince.


The higher positions are vacant.

We shall judge angels. 1Cor 6:3


We shall hold higher positions in the heavenlies than the angels.

Draw chart.

The LJC’s Prophetic Victory Over Satan

Introduction

Read Matt 8:28-34


The other Legion passages (Mark 5:1-20, Luke 8:26-39)

This is a strange passage.

1. In general, what is going on in this passage?

2. Why would the devils want in the swine?

3. If the devils want in the swine, then why immediately destroy them?

4. Why do the devils run down into the water immediately after requesting that they not be sent into the deep (Luke 8:31)?

Bizarre.


No other passage where devils take possession of animals.

DW: Every word of scripture is logical and rational.  When something seems bizarre, it means that our understanding is not a little bit off but grossly inadequate.

This passage always seemed strange to me, which means there were some very fundamental things that I did not understand.

We will come back to this passage, but keep it in the back of your mind.

Outline

1. What happens immediately prior to the Second Coming?

2. Who is the Leviathan and what happens to him?

3. What is going on in the Legion passage?

1. Events Immediately Preceding the Second Coming

Rev 12:7-10, 12 Satan expelled from heaven in the middle of the trib by Michael

Rev 19 At SC, LJC returns to earth to do battle with Satan

Rev 20:1-3 Satan is thrown into the bottomless pit.

Rev 20:7-10 Satan released for a season, leads rebellion and then cast into lake of fire.

Gen 3:14-15 The winner has been foretold since the beginning of time, but there are some interesting details to know about how the victory comes about

We will focus on what happens between the SC and when Satan is thrown into the bottomless pit.

Joel 2:30-31 Sun into darkness and moon to blood before DOTL

Matt 24:29-30 It is after the trib that these events occur


Sun darkened



Global warming is nonsense



When the sun is turned off, the earth will cool

Moon turned to blood


Stars fall from heaven


**The sign of the Son of Man appears in heaven

2Pe 3:10 The DOTL comes as a thief in the night


DOTL comes at the Second Advent


LJC comes as a thief in the night because there is no light in the universe


Ex. Desert Storm

1st destroyed all radar and detection systems (electronically blind) and major anti-aircraft systems



2nd then attacked in the dark of night


Imagine the terror when the LJC similarly disables the earth

Rev 6:14-16  At the SC, everyone tries to hide

Q: If the sun turned to darkness and moon to blood, how many people on earth would know?


A: 100%

The day and hour of the Second Coming is unknown, but the season can be known and will be evident from the disorder in the universe.

Q: When the sign of the Son of Man appears in heaven what will people on the earth feel?


A: Fear.

Amos 9:1-3   Some try to hide in the sea

2. Who is the Leviathan and what happens to him?

Leviathan

Job 41:34 Leviathan = the king over all the children of pride

Isa 27:1 Leviathan = the piercing serpent, the dragon in the sea 

Rev 20:2 Satan = the dragon, that old serpent

Leviathan = Satan

Job 41:31-32  The leviathan is in the deep

Ps 104:25-26  The leviathan is in the great and wide sea


Num 34:6 The great sea is the Mediterranean

The great and wide sea could be the Mediterranean.  More likely, it is the Red Sea, but I’m not entirely certain.

Ps 148:7  There are dragons in the deeps


Not only Satan but other devils hide in the waters, the deep places.

Isa 35:7 The natural habitat of dragons is dry places

They go into the deeps not because it is their preferred environment but because they are fleeing.

2Cor 11:14 Satan can change his form, and since he is fleeing to the sea, he changes his form to that of a fearsome sea monster.


God foretells in the first book of the Bible that Satan will do this.

The largest creatures on earth are whales.  Science says that their weight is so great that the creatures could not function on land.

Thus, it seems that by transforming into a Leviathan he accomplishes 2 things: (1) he becomes the largest and most intimidating creature that he can become and (2) he gives himself the ability to hide in the deep.

Hab 3:8 God has wrath against the rivers

Hab 3:15 God causes the rivers to be dry land (Nahum 1:4,  Zec 10:11)

Ps 74:13-15 God dries up rivers to get to his enemies

Isa 34:8-9 God turns the streams to pitch

Eze 29:3 There is a dragon in the midst of the rivers

Eze 29:4 God puts hooks in the Leviathan’s jaws 

Job 41:1-2 God asks these questions because he is going to do this

Job 41:7 spears

God is going to capture and punish the Leviathan exactly as one would a large sea creature.

In the very 1st book of the Bible written, God specifies in detail how he will physically overcome Satan.

Ex. Boys who like to boast say it will be a “two hit” fight


“I hit you and you hit the floor”

God is extraordinarily pointed and specific in what he says he is going to do

The vast majority of human boasts fail because the object of the boast takes specific action to prevent the boast from coming true even if he ultimately loses.

Ex. One basketball team says that it will win by 30 points, the other team may deliberately slow down the game.

God declares specifically what he will do to Satan and Satan can do nothing about it.


Q: Why does Satan bother to flee since it won’t do him any good?

A: Ex. If someone walked in the back of a room with a machine gun, my instinct would be to hide behind the pulpit.

Intellectually, I know that it wouldn’t do me any good, but I would do it anyway.

Eze 29:4 Fish stick to his scales

Q: Why do the fish stick?


A: Perhaps because the streams have been turned to pitch.

Job 41:15-16 Leviathan’s scales are his pride

Ex. Causing fish to stick to his scales, the source of his pride, is like putting gum in the hair of a supermodel with great hair.


1Cor 11:15 A woman’s long hair is a glory to her.

Eze 29:5 Leviathan is given for meat to the people in the wilderness (Ps 74:14)


Matt 24:16 Those in the wilderness are the little flock


Lev 11:9 Sea creatures with scales are clean animals (Deut 14:9).


What happens to Satan is much like being tarred and feathered.

When the tar cools, it would be removed by peeling, which would then remove much of the skin.

Q: Does this remove the scales so that the “fish” is ready to be eaten?


Q: Have you ever wondered about the significance of John 21?


John 21:3,5 The disciples go fishing and catch nothing to eat


John 21:6 The LJC provides an abundance of food


John 21:9 The LJC cooks it


John 21:13 The LJC gives them the food

3. What is going on in the Legion passage?

Mark 9:22 Devils cast people into fire and waters for the purpose of destroying them


The devils intentionally destroy the swine.

Luke 8:31 The devils do not want to go into the deep

Q: If the devils do not want to go into the deep, then why do they cause the swine to run down into the water?

Q: Do devils like water?

A: No.  Isa 35:7

Matt 12:43 Unclean spirits typically walked through dry places during the LJC’s earthly  

ministry.  It is only at the Second Coming that they will hide in the water. (Luke 11:24)

Matt 8:28, Mark 5:1,10 The devils do not want to be sent out of the country


Thus, sending out of the country = being sent into the deep


The devils do not want to be sent to the deep in the sense of the bottomless pit.

Dan 10:13 Devils appear to have territorial designations.

DW: Devils appear to only be permitted to operate within their designated territory.  Thus, to be expelled from their territory is indicative of being sent to hell.

The key verse is Matt 8:29, Mark 5:7, Luke 8:28

“Art thou come hither to torment us before the time?”

Ex. If you say that you are going to come visit me next Thursday and bring me a cake, if you show up on Wednesday, I don’t mind.

But if you say that you are going to beat me up on Thursday and you arrive on Wednesday, I would tell you that it is not a convenient time.

Q: Why do the devils want in the swine if they are only going to destroy them?

A: Matt 8:30 The swine are a good way off

These devils are terrified that the LJC has arrived early to torment them and they react IN THE EXACT MANNER THAT THEY WILL AT THE SECOND COMING.

Psychology, Depression & Joy
Outline

1. Psychology views man as a form of animal and thought as a chemical process.  It does not account for the spiritual part of his being and thus cannot solve man’s problems.

2. Psychology is man’s attempt to understand himself apart from the word of God.  

3. The term depression lacks a clear definition.  The core of depression appears to be hopelessness.

4. Life on this earth is full of misery and sorrow.  This is natural given that you live in a sinful body on a sin-cursed earth surrounded by sinners.

5. The saint can only feel depressed when he forgets who he is in Christ.
6. We are commanded to rejoice evermore, and it is a sin not to rejoice.

There are many different definitions of psychology with different meanings

psychology

1. the science that deals with mental processes and behavior

The American Heritage Dictionary (2000)

psychology

1. study of human mind:  the scientific study of the human mind and mental states, and of human and animal behavior

Encarta Dictionary (2006)

Observations
1. Definition includes physical processes

2. Some definitions include animal behavior

Evolution is a materialistic philosophy.  

Man is simply a higher level of animal.

Evolution has no explanation for the nonphysical.


So, the soul is physical.


Thought is a chemical process.


So, answer is medicine



antidepressant medicine



ritalin for hyperactivity

1Th 5:23, Matt 10:28 Body & soul are different.

Modern medicine attempts to provide a physical solution for a spiritual problem.

Soul is not physical so psychology cannot succeed.

Col 2:8 Beware of philosophy


Psychology is the wisdom of this world.

Pr 18:2 People don't understand how they tick.


They don't fully understand themselves.


They were trying to find themselves.


-> This is the heart motivation behind psychology.

Psychology is man’s attempt to understand himself by his own wisdom apart from the word of God.

Depression
Depression is a widely discussed topic today.

2002
11 million prescriptions for antidepressants issued to patients under 18

2002
Doctor visits for depression went from 14 million in 1987 to 25 million in 
2001.  9 out of 10 patients were prescribed medication.

2009
During any 6 month period, 9.4 million Americans suffer depression


1 in 4 women will suffer it during life


1 in 10 men will suffer it during life


( “An Overview of Depression” 1/6/09, healthyplace.com)

TV is full of ads for depression medication


Prozac, Paxil, Zoloft, Wellbutrin, Cymbalta and 10+ other drugs

Q: How would you think about this issue scripturally?

A: Your first instinct should be to pick up a concordance and look up depressed.

You quickly learn that depression is not a Bible word.

So, you have to figure out how to define depression.

When you do this, you find that it is hard to get a clear definition.

Most of the definitions describe symptoms that people experience but they do not define the term.
Notice just for a moment how odd this is.

You can clearly determine whether or not you have cancer or lime disease or tetanus or scurvy, but depression is far less clear.
If you just define “depression” as sadness or lethargy, it is an overbroad and meaningless definition.

In order to analyze the subject clearly, we have to arrive at a definition.

depress - to cause (a person) to feel unhappy and WITHOUT HOPE

depressant - A depressant is a substance which causes you to feel unhappy and WITHOUT HOPE

Cambridge International Dictionary of English

depression (2)(b)(1) a state of feeling sad: dejection (2) a psychoneurotic or psychotic disorder marked especially by sadness, inactivity, difficulty in thinking and concentration, a significant increase or decrease in appetite and time spent sleeping, feelings of dejection and HOPELESSNESS, and sometimes suicidal tendencies

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary

The key ingredient to depression is hopelessness.

There is lots of sadness in life that is not depression

The word "depression" is not in the Bible.

Closest word is "misery."

Misery
Ecc 8:6-8 Man is miserable under the sun.

Rom 3:10-16 The natural state of the lost man is misery.

1Co 15:19 Indicates that all men have misery.

Sorrow
man's work is sorrowful (Gen 3:17, Jer 20:18, Isa 14:3)

old age is sorrowful and full of labor (Ps 90:10)

wars, famines, pestilences & calamities are sorrowful (Matt 24:7-8, Mark 13:8)

disappointment causes sorrow (2Cor 2:3)

defeat causes sorrow (Ps 13:2)

having a fool for a son is sorrowful (Pr 17:21)

The human condition is perpetual sorrows (Pr 14:13, Ecc 5:17)

food in this world is the bread of sorrows (Ps 127:2)

Summary
Paul had great sorrows (Rom 9:2, Php 2:27-28)


Concern over the lost


Life has lots of sorrows

Sum: People have sorrow b/c the world is a sorry place.

It is not that something is wrong with you.

Depression is nothing other than the normal state of affairs.

All people are depressed.  Some just are not diagnosed.


Psychology diagnoses certain of them in whom the symptoms are worse 
and says that they are depressed.

Thoreau quote: “Most men lead lives of quiet desperation.”
People don't say anything about what they are feeling because there is no solution that they know of to the problem.

The Solution
Lost men should feel depressed.  This is completely reasonable.

While sorrow is ever present, it is a sin for a saint to be depressed.

Depression is to be WITHOUT HOPE.

1Tim 1:1 The Lord Jesus Christ is our hope.

1Th 1:3 Hope is in Christ.

Col 1:27 Christ in you, the hope of glory

Tit 2:13 You look for the blessed hope of the rapture.

Rom 15:13 We are to abound in hope

Q: Do you have a shortage of hope?

A: NO.

You are commanded to rejoice.  God doesn't command you to do things if you can't do them.

Php 4:4

1Th 5:16

2Co 6:10 Paul rejoiced in the midst of sorrows.


The sorrows were external.


You decide what your attitude is.

This is not the power of positive thinking.

It is not just have an optimistic personality or a good attitude.

It is a spiritual understanding of what is real.
2Co 3:5, 2Co 9:8 God makes us sufficient.

The only way for the saint to feel depressed is to ignore his hope.

We have to focus on the trivial minutiae of life and forget about the larger spiritual realities.

You should never feel depressed.


If you do, you are sinning.


If you do, you have lost your spiritual focus.


You need to get back in God’s word.

We choose to rejoice because it is logical to do so.
Summary
1. Psychology views man as a form of animal and thought as a chemical process.  It does not account for the spiritual part of his being and thus cannot solve man’s problems.

2. Psychology is man’s attempt to understand himself apart from the word of God.  

3. The term depression lacks a clear definition.  The core of depression appears to be hopelessness.

4. Life on this earth is full of misery and sorrow.  This is natural given that you live in a sinful body on a sin-cursed earth surrounded by sinners.

5. The saint can only feel depressed when he forgets who he is in Christ.

6. We are commanded to rejoice evermore, and it is a sin not to rejoice.
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